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thevulture

Having just swanked away with 

luxury carmaker Aston Martin, 

one could be forgiven for thinking 

that Investindustrial founder 

Andrea Bonomi, a former world 

power boat champion and 

multimillionaire, is the James 

Bond of private equity. This 

impression can only be reinforced 

by the fact that Bonomi has his 

very own villain to do battle with.

Bonomi is being taken to 

court by the aggrieved Francesco 

Corallo, a gaming magnate who 

owns Italian casino group B 

Plus and, according to the Daily 

Telegraph, is wanted by Interpol 

for “organised crime” (Proper 

Journalism Alert: the Vulture 

has checked Interpol’s site and 

can find no record of Corallo).

In a complicated suit, Bonomi 

stands accused of using his 

position at Banca Popolare 

di Milano to destroy Corallo’s 

business interests. The latter’s 

home was raided in 2011 by “police 

investigating questionable loans” 

THE NAME’S BONOMI...

STARK MAVEN MAD

By all accounts, ‘tis the season to 

be litigious, and in a busy fortnight 

for magnates, this time it’s Irish 

property magnate Philip Marley 

who is due a trip to court. What’s 

more, the similarities between 

this story and the one above don’t 

end there – when it comes to the 

object of contention, the name’s 

bond. Worthless £800,000 Costa 

Rican bond.

The plaintiff this time is Maven 

Capital Partners, which co-invested 

with the Irishman in student 

accommodation business Space 

Student Living. Maven claims that 

Marley was in fact a Scrooge whose 

£800,000 investment turned out 

to be a Caribbean bond of no value. 

The Irish Independent, which 

for reasons as mystifying as they 

are nauseating shows pictures of 

Mr Marley “getting fresh” with his 

reality TV star girlfriend, quotes 

him as saying: “It was my ingenuity 

to use a bond... it is just clever 

business.” Being as Maven is suing 

for £2m, the Vulture can’t help 

but feel that it’s up to the court 

to decide how clever he has been.

PRESENTS, TENSE

As the festive period draws ever 

closer, thoughts at Real Deals

turn to friends, family, and most 

importantly, the quality of our 

Christmas freebies. Of paramount 

concern is the dreadful prospect 

that some firms have yet to spot 

our change of address, and that the 

Lidl panettone and magnum of Blue 

Nun might have to be returned to 

sender. Please turn to our editor’s 

comment (page 4) to see our new 

location, and please do have a fine 

Christmas and New Year.

issued by said bank, and he now 

wants reparations to the tune of 

a cool ¤800m.

Assuming Bonomi is unable to 

have the charges scrapped, this 

red-hot litigious action is due to 

take place at London’s High Court. 

It is as yet unclear whether both 

will then head to the Scottish 

Highlands for a final showdown, 

while Adele warbles incoherently 

in the background. Dear Sir,

While sobbing my way 

through the patriotic tearfest 

that is my DVD review of the 

2012 Olympics, I couldn’t help 

but notice that organising 

supremo and housewives’ 

favourite Sebastian Coe was 

a dead ringer for Darwin 

Private Equity partner 

Alan Maynard. Might the 

two, perhaps, be related?

Seasonal tidings,

S Ovett

CoeMaynard

Currently we manage in excess of $50bn assets.

Our client focused team consists of 130 skilled professionals.

We have a 14 year track record in the private equity industry.

We work for more than 90 diverse clients.

We manage over 230 funds globally.

We look after 5,000 investors worldwide.

And on average, our senior operational team each have

18 years industry experience.

All of which adds up to 1 good reason to consider

switching your fund administration to us.

To find out more, please
contact Justin Partington,
Commercial Director.
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Your trust, our expertise.
One partnership.
Ipes is regulated in each of the jurisdictions in which it 
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